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GUIDELINES FOR MURALS  

 
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in these Design Review and Guidelines, it is the 
policy of the Martin Historic Zoning Commission to not approve murals.  
 
 
 
1. Murals have not historically been a part of the Martin Historic District.  Without 

historic precedence, the introduction of murals to the District would not serve the 
purposes of the District nor the Guidelines, including to: 
 

a.  preserve the historic, architectural, and aesthetic value, character, and 
significance of the District;  
 

b. help ensure that changes in the District will be in keeping with its unique 
historic, architectural, and aesthetic value, character, and significance;  

 
 

c. to prevent changes that could be detrimental to the District’s historic, 
architectural, and aesthetic value, character, and significance;  
 

d. and to protect the District’s unique historic, architectural, and aesthetic value, 
character, significance, integrity, and compatibility as a whole and the buildings 
within it.  As such, murals are not appropriate in the Martin Historic District. 
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GUIDELINES FOR GHOST SIGNS 

“Ghost Signs” are faded remnants of advertising that was historically painted on masonry. 

1. While it may tempting to touch or overpaint such signs to renew their appearance,
this Creates a false sense of history and diminishes the integrity of the commercial
district.

2. Such signs through Martin’s historic business district are to be retained in place and
allowed to age as part of the authentic patina of the area in which they are located.

3. This guideline shall not, however, preclude building maintenance that may involve
masonry restoration. All such work shall be reviewed by the MHZC prior to
undertaking.

4. Overpainting, removing, or otherwise diminishing the visibility of currently visible
“ghost signs” shall be avoided.
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